
 
 

Richardson ISD District Wide Parent Family Engagement Policy   

(Fulfills: Title 1 and High Quality PreK)  

2026-2027  

PART I. GENERAL EXPECTATIONS     

The Richardson Independent School District agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:   

The school district will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement 

of parents and family members in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs, and non-Title I    

programs, consistent with section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).   Those 

programs, activities and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation 

with parents and family members of participating children.   

Consistent with section 1116, the school district will work with its schools to ensure that the 

required school-level parental and family engagement policies meet the requirements of section 

1116(b) (1) of the ESSA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent 

with section 1116(d) of the ESSA.   

The school district will incorporate this district wide parental and family engagement policy into its 

Local Education Agency (LEA) plan developed under section 1116 (a).   

To the extent practicable, the school district and its schools will provide full opportunities for the 

participation of parents and family members with limited English proficiency, parents and family 

members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children, including 

providing information and school reports required under section 1111 in an understandable and 

uniform format and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in 

a language parents and family members understand.   

If the LEA plan developed under section 1116 of the ESSA, is not satisfactory to the parents and 

family members of participating children, the school district will submit any parent and family 

member comments with the plan when the school district submits the plan to the State 

Department of Education.   
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The school district will involve the parents and family members of children served in Title I, Part A 

schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental and 

family engagement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 95 percent of the one percent 

reserved goes directly to the schools.   

The school district will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental and family 

engagement, and expects that its schools will carry out programs, activities and procedures in 

accordance with this definition:  Parental and family engagement means the participation of 

parents and family members in regular, two- way, and meaningful communication involving 

student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:   

   

A.​ that parents and family members play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;  

B.​ that parents and family members are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s 

education at school;   

C.​ that parents and family members are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as 

appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their 

child;  

D.​ the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of the ESSA.   
   

PART II. IMPLEMENTATION OF DISTRICT-WIDE PARENTAL AND FAMILY MEMBER 

ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS     
1.​ The Richardson Independent School District will take the following actions to involve parents and 

family members in the joint development of its district-wide parental and family engagement 

plan under section 1116 of the ESSA:    

The Strategy & Engagement Team, along with the Richardson District Planning Committee, and the 

Coordinating Director of Early Childhood Services will jointly develop the district's written parental 

and family engagement policy.   

2.​ The Richardson Independent School District will take the following actions to involve parents and 

family members in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the 

ESSA:    

The Strategy and Engagement Team, along with the Richardson District Planning Committee, and the 

Executive Director of Early Childhood  and Extended Learning Services will review and improve the 

district's written parental and family engagement policy yearly prior to distribution of the policy to 

parents and family members in the fall. Parents and family members will also participate in decision 

making through the District Planning Committee and serving on Campus Site Based Decision Making 

Committees.     

3.​ The Richardson Independent School District will provide the following necessary coordination, 

technical assistance, and other support to assist in planning and implementing effective parental 



 
 

and family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and school 

performance:    

Provide training to administrators in the development of the written campus parental and family 

engagement policy;    

Provide technical assistance in the development of the campus written parental and family 

engagement policy;    

Provide funding at Title I campuses (95% of the 1% reservation of Title I, Part A funds) to support the 

development and distribution of the campus written parental and family engagement policy in 

addition to parental and family engagement activities included in the written campus parental and 

family engagement policy and/or campus improvement plan.    

4.​ The Richardson Independent School District will coordinate and integrate parental and family 

engagement strategies in Part A with parental and family engagement strategies under the 

following other programs:    

Where appropriate, the district will coordinate and integrate parental and family engagement 

strategies and opportunities at campuses which are linked to the following: the library, preschool 

programs, pre-kindergarten programs, special education programs, ESL/Dual Language programs, 

reading programs, etc.    

5.​ The Richardson Independent School District will conduct, with the involvement of parents and 

family members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental and 

family engagement policy.  The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater 

participation by parents and family members in parental and family engagement activities (with 

particular attention to parents and family members who are economically disadvantaged, are 

disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic 

minority background).  The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its 

parental and family engagement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective 

parental and family engagement, and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of 

parents and family members) its parental and family engagement policies.    

Richardson ISD will survey the parents and family members to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

program including (but not limited to) parental and family engagement strategies and barriers to 

greater participation.    

6.​ The Richardson Independent School District will build the schools’ and parent/family’s capacity 

for strong parental and family engagement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents 

and family members and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, family 

members, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following 

activities specifically described below.    

The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide assistance to parents and family 

members of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics 

such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in this paragraph:    



 
 

a.​ the State’s academic content standards,    

b.​ the State’s student academic achievement standards,    

c.​ the State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments,    

 ​ the requirements of Title I, Part A,    

 ​ how to monitor their child’s progress, and    

 ​ how to work with educators.    

   

The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide materials and training to help 

parents and family members work with their children to improve their children’s academic 

achievement.  Training will include Literacy Skills, Math Skills, Focus Student Portal, Focus Parent 

Portal, and how to use technology appropriately for academic success.    

The school district will, with the assistance of its Strategy & Engagement Department, Early 

Childhood Services, schools, parents, and family members, educate its teachers, student services 

personnel, principals, and other staff, on how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

parents and family members as equal partners.  Education will be provided in the value and utility of 

contributions of parents and family members, how to implement and coordinate parent and family 

engagement programs, and how to build ties between parents/family members and schools. Parent 

Teacher Association (PTA) hosts the RISD clothes closet, angel tree donations and the Lake Highlands 

Early Childhood PTA.  Parent engagement opportunities, including Watch Dogs (Dad of Great 

Students) can be found throughout multiple RISD campuses. Live Wise Live Healthy parent and 

community education is used to assist parents in teaching their children healthy decision making. The 

school district utilizes RISD Community News (electronic community newsletter), Facebook, X, 

YouTube, ParentSquare, and campus/classroom level newsletters to communicate with families.   

The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental and 

family engagement programs and activities, such as:   

Parent University - District hosted learning opportunities for parents to support student academic 

growth goals.    

Parent University: Campus hosted learning opportunities for parents to support student academic 

growth goals.   

All Pre-K-8 Parent Education Nights may focus on reading, mathematics, and Learning Management 

Systems (LMS) platforms: Schoology, and SeeSaw.   

Richardson Adult Literacy Center (RALC), various RISD Departments, parent and family member volunteer 

programs, and secondary parenting classes, that encourage and support parents and family members in 

more fully participating in the education of their children. RALC offers Citizenship Test Prep classes, ESL 

classes, Career Bridge, and Digital Skills classes.   

The school district will ensure that information related to the school and parent/family programs, 

meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents and family members of participating children in an 



 
 

understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent 

practicable, in a language the parents and family members can understand.  ParentSquare is the district’s 

current mass communication software program. 

High-Quality PreK (HQPK) 2026-2027  

   

Primary Point of Contact and Contact Information:  

Katy Phinney - Executive Director of Early Childhood and Extended Learning Services 

Katy.Phinney@RISD.org  

1.​ Facilitate family-to-family support:  

PTA and campus events, newsletters   

  

2.​ Establish a network of community resources:  

Family Services Center   

Student Welfare focus on transition to school  

  

3.​ Increase family participation in decision-making:  

Pre-K Parent newsletter including parent feedback surveys  

Site Based Decision Teams (parents are a required member)  

  

4.​ Equip families with tools to enhance and extend learning:  

Digital tools and resources to monitor student learning at home 

Backpack Bash  

Parent University and Growth Goal Parent Camps  

Curriculum parent newsletters shared by teachers  

  

5.​ Develop staff skills in evidence-based practices that support families in meeting their 

children’s learning benchmarks:  

Train, utilize, and share CLI Engage Parent Reports from progress monitoring  

Training on effective Parent-Teacher Conferences  

  

6.​ Evaluate family engagement efforts and use evaluations for continuous improvement:  

Yearly Program Evaluation  

Feedback forms after events  

District Climate Survey  

Family Engagement Survey  

Sign in Sheets   

  



 
 

PART III.  ADOPTION     

This District Wide PreK-12 Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly with, and 

agreed upon with, parents and family members of children participating in Title I, Part A programs.     

This policy was reviewed, revised, and adopted by the Richardson Independent School District District 

Planning Committee on September 8, 2026 and will be in effect for the period of one year.  The school 

district will distribute this policy to all parents and family members by way of the online Student 

Handbook/Student Code of Conduct.   
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